The Resurgence of the Highly Ylidic N-Heterocyclic Olefins as a New Class of Organocatalysts.
In recent decades, N-heterocyclic carbenes have become established as a prevalent family of organocatalysts. N-Heterocyclic olefins, the alkylidene derivatives of N-heterocyclic carbenes, have recently also emerged as efficient promoters for CO2 fixation and polymerization reactions. Their extraordinarily strong Lewis/Brønsted basicity suggests great potential as a new class of organocatalysts for a broad range of reactions in synthetic chemistry.